
Market Sub Committee

Date:     3 September 2018

Title:                                       Town Centre Wifi.

Purpose of the Report: To consider the installation of town centre WiFi.

Contact Officer: Vivien Cannon, Head of Cultural and Economic 
Services

Corporate Objective/s LLTC Three Year Plan – Aim 2. Objective 19
Implications:
Financial √ £122,000 budget has been ringfenced by the Council to 

explore delivery of 3 future work projects – Town centre 
WiFi, Pigeon management and History legacy feature.

Human Resources
Operational/Service 
delivery

√ Cultural & Economic Finance Committee to further develop 
project ideas for full Council’s consideration.

Procedural/Legal √ The Council’s financial regulations will be applied should 
Committee which to progress the project.

Risk/Health and 
Safety

1. RECOMMENDATION/S

Should members be minded, the proposal is:

1.1 To instruct officers on what action is required regarding the delivery for 
town Centre WiFi provision for future Committee consideration.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 The application process for the Market Town Regeneration Fund required the 
Council to provide match funding for all projects applied for. Three of the 
included projects were not successful in securing grant funds yet the Council’s 
match funding remains in place to the sum of £122,000 and is ringfenced. There 
is no fixed budget allocation between the three projects. The three projects are:

 Town centre WiFi
 Pigeon management (town Centre)
 Living History legacy feature 

2.2 Council delegated authority to C&E to consider further any proposals for the 
three projects, with any allocation to be made in respect of project approval and 
budget allocation to be made to full Council for final considerations. (12/09/16. 
Ref. CE/011)



 
2.3 At the Council’s request, a representative from Elephant WiFi has been invited 

to give a presentation to Committee on WiFi delivery. The aim being to help 
Committee gain further detail of WiFi provision and decide whether to pursue 
its delivery.

2.4 Recently, officers were approached by Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC) 
about whether the Town Council remained interested in installing town centre 
WiFi. Their own officers had been directed to explore interest and options. To 
this end, CBC officers were invited to attend the above presentation.

3. CONSIDERATIONS

3.1 Having been approached by CBC on the subject, Committee may wish to await 
CBC’s conclusion about delivering town centre WiFi prior to instructing officers 
to develop the project further. This will allow time to establish whether there is 
potential for partnership working with CBC, presuming financial and delivery 
benefits would apply. CBC may wish to develop a larger project across all 
market towns.

3.2 Alternatively should Committee wish to pursue the delivery of WiFi at an 
acceptable timescale and cost, officers could be instructed to develop options 
regardless of CBC’s intentions.

End


